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TEEME Work
Linnéa Rowlatt, a Canadian PhD student in the 
Erasmus Mundus-funded doctoral training programme 
‘TEEME’, describes her first year.

The acronym itself evokes experiences of 
collaboration, common purpose, and friendship.  
All true for us, the nine happy participants in the 
first cohort of Text and Event in Early Modern 
Europe!  Arriving in England from all over the 
world wasn’t always easy; for some of us, 
negotiating the process of emigration in a second 
language was a trial.  For others, tripping over 
different cultural characteristics hidden in a 
common language proved challenging.  For a 
fortunate few, coming to Canterbury was almost 
like coming home.  The strengths of a team, 
however, are reliable, and were equal to the 
demand of getting us all landed and grounded.

More than equal!  Once we settled in 
Canterbury, we introduced our research to each 
other through regular seminars, supplemented 

with sessions from UKC academics affiliated with 
MEMS.  The research projects – those beauties of 
the mind - are fascinating, and will be very 
interesting additions to the body of knowledge on 
Early Modern Europe.  Now we’ve started our 
great migration around European institutions of 
higher education, and we’re wrestling with one 
another on-line with the theoretical relationship 
between texts and events.  As someone who has a 

background in anthropology of religion and 
environmental history, I’m learning a great deal 
from the approaches of my TEEMEmates with 
expertise in, for example, philosophy, linguistics, 
or nationality studies.  Not to mention from 
Quentin Skinner, who honoured us with a talk at 
our Inauguration Ceremony!

One of the great pleasures of our first 
term with TEEME was the roster of outstanding 
field trips the co-ordinators organized for us.  We 
were privileged to go backstage at Shakespeare’s 
Globe, and to have an acting workshop with one 
of their regulars, to view the renovation work at 
Canterbury Cathedral, or to have a curator 
introduce us to the Courtauld Institute, among 
others.  These field trips were a brilliant way of 
introducing us both to early modern English 
culture, and to the way that period is understood 
and represented in 21st century England.  Best of 
all, they were enormous fun! Linnéa Rowlatt 
(lr262@kent.ac.uk) Keep up with the TEEME blog: 
http://teemeworks.wordpress.com/

There has never been a more exciting  time to belong  to the University of Kent’s Centre 
for  Medieval and Early Modern Studies. Last October, we welcomed a record-breaking influx of 
new students, including 18 MAs and the first cohort of 9 doctoral students in the programe Text and 
Event in Early Modern Europe. These students joined our 18 research students and 8 returning MAs. 
This industrious and lively community is the lifeblood of our Centre and a constant source of energy 
and inspiration.

! Members of the Centre - students, staff, friends - come together for our weekly research 
seminar. During the spring term we learned from Laurie Maguire that et cetera has a surprisingly 
titillating history; from Adam Smyth, that cutting up books could be an absorbing devotional activity; 
from Tiffany Stern that early modern London fairs had an intimate and complex relationship with the 
theatre; and from Sara Pennell that broken and repaired objects are just as important for our 
understanding of the past as the beautifully preserved specimens that we usually see in museums. 
The year has been punctuated with special events, highlights of which include lively and well-
attended public lectures: Simon Keynes began the academic year with a tour de force account of the 
Vikings and Canterbury, and John Goodall delivered this year’s Anselm Lecture on his magnificent 
new study of the the English Castle.  

! The energy of our members is such that it is increasingly difficult to keep pace with the 
dizzying variety of research projects, conferences, events and initiatives that take place under the 
MEMS banner. We are launching this termly newsletter so that our students, colleagues and friends 
can keep an eye on what we are up to. I hope you enjoy this first edition of MEMS News ; I would love 
to know what you think, and even more so to include your photos and news in the Autumn edition!

! ! ! ! ! ! Alixe Bovey (a.bovey@kent.ac.uk)
! ! ! ! ! ! Director of MEMS
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Linnéa (centre) with the other TEEME students at the 
Courtauld Institute in November 2011
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Contextualising the Fifth 
Crusade, 13-14 April
The Fifth Crusade (c. 1217-1221) was 
undoubtedly an important episode in history, 
occurring during what was probably the most 
intensive period of crusading in both Europe 
and the Holy Land. But this event was much 
more than a military campaign and has been 
rather neglected in historiography. 

To contribute to recent directions in crusades 
studies, the colloquium organised at 
Canterbury brought together a group of 22 
speakers from 11 countries to discuss a wide 
range of aspects related to the crusading 
movement around the time of the Fifth 
Crusade. 

Keynotes were delivered by Prof. Bernard 
Hamilton, Prof. Peter Edbury and Dr Alan V. 
Murray and session topics ranged from papal 
and imperial influence, religious propaganda 
and textual traditions to crusading in Spain, 
the Balkans and the Baltic region, and Muslim 
perspectives. 

Currently a volume is being edited, containing 
a selection of conference papers as well as 
contributions from internationally renowned 
scholars in the field. This conference is the 
starting point in establishing a long-term 
international research network on every aspect 
of crusading in the first half of the 13th century. 
The website will serve as a forum where 
scholars can outline their research, and where 
updates are posted on future events and 
relevant publications. At the MEMS, such 
academic events will bring together 
undergraduate students, postgraduate 
researchers and academics, building on the 
strong interest in related modules and a 
growing core of research at the Centre.  

Jan Vandeburie, MEMS PhD student  
(j.vandeburie@kent.ac.uk) 

www.contextualisingthe5thcrusade.wordpress.
com

Me Fieri Fecit: The Role 
and Representation of 
Owners, Donors and 
Patrons in Medieval Art 
My PhD focuses on the Litlyngton Missal, a 
remarkable late fourteenth-century manuscript 
containing numerous representations of its 
patron, Abbot  Nicholas Litlyngton, through 
monograms and heraldry. In my research, I 
have been struck by the variety of ways that 
medieval patrons expressed their connection to 
works of art by visual means, and I wanted to 

organise a conference that would bring 
together researchers to explore the how and 
why of medieval patronage.

On 11 May, eleven speakers from the length 
and breadth of Britain, from the West Country 
to the Highland and Islands (via Dublin), 
gathered in Elliot College to deliver papers of 
consistently high quality and interest. The art 
discussed within the theme of patronal 
presence and motivation ranged from 
materials from the Anglo-Saxon period to the 
Hundred Years War. The range of art media 
examined was equally diverse and included 
illuminated manuscripts, sculpture, stained 
glass, monastic architecture and wall paintings 
as well as an exploration into the text and body 
language associated with patronage and 
donation.

Attended by sixty delegates, the discussions 
engendered by the connected, yet wonderfully 
varying themes, were enlightened and lively 
with a general feeling of genuine interest and 
the desire to share ideas. In expression of that 
perception, one of the emails I received from 
various delegates post event simply said 
‘Fascinating stuff! I was also impressed by how 
cooperative everyone seemed to be.’ Dr Julian 
Luxford’s (University of St Andrews) keynote 
address was a fittingly absorbing culmination 
to a high standard day.

Many thanks to Claire Taylor for her massive 
help in making the day run smoothly, and also 
to my fellow MEMS students who took on 
indispensable tasks on the day itself and in the 
lead up!

Jayne Wackett, MEMS PhD student 
(jaw62@kent.ac.uk)

MA Dissertation  
Conference
For many MEMS postgraduates, Tuesday 8 
May dawned with an air of anticipation and 
slight apprehension.  From ten o’clock until 
five, eighteen MA students were to present 
their dissertation topics before an audience of 
sympathetic classmates, curious PhD scholars, 
and potentially forbidding academics.

I say that the day dawned with an air of 
anticipation and slight apprehension from first-
hand experience, as I quite literally watched 
the dawning of the day.  One of the eighteen 
fated to present that morning, I had stayed up 
the entire night to work on my presentation, as 
well as various other assignments due at the 
same time.  I hesitate to speak for my peers, yet 
I suspect that many of them also passed a 
rather sleepless night, all of us writing 
feverishly and squeezing in some last-minute 
reading so as not to make complete fools of 
ourselves during the question and answer 
period that was to follow each presentation.

The morning started with what were, at least to 
my mind, a couple of depressingly magnificent 
presentations, setting the bar ominously high 
for the rest of us.  However, as the day wore 
on, it quickly became evident that MEMS is 

made up of only the finest academics.  From 
monastic gardens to mediaeval suicide, 
brothels and nunneries to cookbooks and 
medicinal remedies, the conference aptly 
displayed the varied interests and expertise of 
those in the MA programme, and the amount 
of knowledge and research exhibited by all was 
outstanding.  Each presenter also fielded their 
post-presentation questions with relative 
comfort and ease, especially at such an early 
stage in the dissertation process.  The 
inquisitors themselves, mostly professors, 
were, mercifully, quite kind, their questions 
intended more to provoke thought and to point 
out helpful ways in which the presenters could 
acquire sources and develop their research 
than to roundly criticise.

In short, the event was, I believe, a great 
success.  It was fascinating to see the 
specialisations of my fellow MA students, and 
the zeal with which there are approaching their 
research is inspirational.  Though I truly dare 
not speak for the rest of my classmates this 
time, I found the conference to be invaluable in 
solidifying my research goals and articulating 
my arguments.  While it may well have been a 
rather intimidating experience at the start, it 
was a true test of our academic skills, the 
results of which all of MEMS ought to be 
proud. Jon-Mark Grussemmeyer, MEMS MA 
student

MEMS and the London 
Medieval Society
Did you know there was no blood in the deeper 
layers of medieval Hell?  The November 2011 
London Medieval Society (LMS) colloquium 
explored where, when and how blood 
mattered in the Middle Ages, with speakers 
including Bettina Bildhauer, Esther Cohen, 
Carolyn Muessig and Richard North. 

The LMS, founded in 1945, holds three 
colloquia each year at Queen Mary, University 
of London. Open to all those interested in 
medieval history, we disseminate, discuss and 
debate the latest research in all aspects of the 
medieval. Our patron is Professor Michael 
Clanchy and our president is now Professor 
Julia Boffey. Our newly enlarged committee 
includes Tom Lawrence, Jan Vandeburie and 
Rhiannon Mead from Kent. 

As colloquium secretary, I arrange the speakers 
and and ensure the smooth running of the 
event. The 'Blood' Colloquium was very well 
attended, so well indeed that we nearly ran out 
of chairs (so much for smooth running). 

Our next Colloquium, on 17th November, 2012, 
to celebrate Julia's presidency, will discuss 
'Who read what in the Middle Ages?' with 
papers from Michael Clanchy, Derek Pearsall, 
Pamela Robinson and our own Ryan Perry. 
Please see the LMS website for full details on 
how to join as new members and especially 
postgraduates, are always welcome: www.the-
lms.org.    Diane Heath, MEMS PhD student 
(deh4@kent.ac.uk) 
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Chaucer in Bohemia: 
an international 
collaboration
Chaucer never went to Bohemia but Bohemia 
came to him. Anne, daughter of the Holy Roman 
Emperor, Charles IV of Bohemia, married Richard 
II, king of England, in 1381. The marriage 
negotiations, and Anne’s life as queen until her 
death in 1394, opened up a significant channel of 
cultural exchange. Bohemian courtiers, writers, 
painters and clerics had a marked impact on the 
English court and its sphere of influence. Geoffrey 
Chaucer was at that time closely involved in court 
activities, both as a poet and as a client of the 
king’s patronage. Anne herself became his patron 
and he includes tributes to her in his Legend of 
Good Women and Troilus and Criseyde.

The project aims to explore the nature of 
Bohemian culture at the court of Richard II, and in 
particular its broader impact on Chaucer’s 
writing. Some initial work has already been 
undertaken by David Wallace in his Chaucerian 
Polity (1997); the society from which Anne came 
has been studied in Anne’s Bohemia (1998) and A 
Blessed Shore (2009) by Alfred Thomas; and Anne 
Hudson has explored the exchange of religious 
ideas between England and Bohemia in her 
Premature Reformation (1988). ‘Chaucer in 
Bohemia’ is designed to build on such scholarship, 
and to extend its compass to Chaucer’s experience 
of Bohemian literature, art and thought as he 
knew it at the English court. The project raises 
issues of cultural identity, transmission and 
exchange in relation to Chaucer quite different 
from those usually connected with the more 
familiar European axis involving France and Italy. 

‘Chaucer in Bohemia’ is an 
interdisciplinary and collaborative project, 
initiated by Peter Brown from MEMS and Dr Jan 
Cermák, Reader in Linguistics at Charles 
University, Prague. It now involves other scholars 
from both institutions, including our own Barbara 
Bombi, Alixe Bovey, Helen Gittos, Sarah James 
and Ryan Perry. The early stages of the project 
have included lecture visits, research papers and a 
workshop in Canterbury with another one 
planned for Prague in June of 2013. Peter Brown 
(p.brown@kent.ac.uk) 

Michael Clanchy: 
Visiting Expert in 
2012/13
Michael Clanchy, Emeritus Professor of 
Medieval History at the Institute for Historical 
Research, Fellow of the British Academy, and 
one of the world’s most distinguished 
medievalists, will be coming to the University 
of Kent for a week next year to take up 
residence as a Visiting Expert. Sponsored by 
the Faculty of Humantities and supported by 
the School of History, Prof. Clanchy will offer a 
series of workshops and master classes linked 
to the main themes in his research.
! Clanchy’s publications on legal, 
administrative, and political history and 
literacy have transformed scholarship in these 
areas. His study of the growth of medieval 
literacy, From Memory to written Record, 
England 1066-1307 (1979, 2nd edn 1993), has 
been hugely influential across the many 
disciplines that make up medieval studies, and 
along with several of his other books (notably 
including Abelard: A Medieval Life (1997) and 
England and its Rulers (3rd edn, 2006) are well 
established as classics in the field.
! He will lead discussions of issues of 
literacy, female piety, and biography as a 
historical genre.  The week’s programme will 
include master classes, during which staff and 
students can discuss their work with him and 
one another; seminars focusing on particular 
types of sources and problems; and a visit to 
the Cathedral to examine the glass programme 
and consider the function of text within it. The  
apogee of the week will be a public lecture 
provisionally entitled ‘Female Literacy? Books 
of Hours as Objects of Desire’. Throughout the 
week, there will be informal social occasions 
and plenty of time for discussion.  We look 
forward to this as an opportunity for academic 
staff, students, and MEMS Friends to come 
together to explore an exciting range of 
interrelated themes and problems. 
! Prof. Clanchy’s visit will take place 
during the spring term: please keep an eye on 
our website for details. AB

Domestic Interiors in 
the Age of 
Shakespeare
How did someone living in Tudor or Stuart 
England prioritize, interpret and assimilate the 
various messages being communicated by the 
combination of domestic surfaces, materials, 
colour, form, imagery and texts? What was the 
effect of this combined visual, material and textual 
dynamic on how people experienced the space in 
which they lived and on how they thought and 
behaved? And how can we use new technologies 
to interrogate these issues and represent our 
findings to academics, heritage professionals and 
visitors to museums and historic houses? 

As a way of tackling these large 
questions, we have secured funding from the 
AHRC for a research network that will investigate 
peoples’ experience of household life in the 
sixteenth and seventeenth centuries and consider 
how we might use this information to enhance our 
experience of visiting historic properties in the 
twenty-first century. 

The network will use the latest 
developments in computer science and cognitive 
science in order to understand how the domestic 
interior was experienced in early modern England. 
My co-investigator Dr Tara Hamling of the 
University of Birmingham and I are bringing 
together researchers in the humanities and 
sciences, conservators, museums curators and 
heritage professionals, including individuals from 
English Heritage, the Victoria and Albert Museum, 
Historic Royal Palaces and the Shakespeare 
Birthplace Trust. We will experiment with, for 
instance, virtual reality environments that recreate 
historic atmospheric effects and eye tracking 
equipment that measures where and for how long 
we look at our surroundings, and see how this 
technology might be used to reconstruct historical 
perception. In order to make the task more 
manageable, we are going to focus on a specific 
case study – ‘how did early modern men and 
women respond to decorative textiles in their 
houses?’  

Podcasts of the first meeting are coming 
soon here: http://www.kent.ac.uk/mems/
domestic%20interior.html. Catherine Richardson 
(c.t.richardson@kent.ac.uk) 
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Late Medieval Kent: book and conference
To celebrate the first anniversary of the publication of Later Medieval  Kent, 1220–1540 (Boydell, 2010), 
the penultimate volume in the Kent History Project series, a conference jointly organised by MEMS 
and the Kent Archaeological Society was held in November 2012. 

Over a  hundred people, including MEMS postgraduates and friends, members of Kent 
Archaeological Society and others from Kent and beyond, packed into Grimond Lecture to hear ten 
lectures on subjects ranging from mayor-making and spatial  politics in medieval Kentish towns (by 
Dr Sheila Sweetinburgh) to the arrival and dissemination of the Jesus Mass across the county (by Dr 
Rob Lutton). 

Five of the speakers had contributed to the volume, and among those who took the 
opportunity to discuss their topics further were Dr David Grummitt on the significance and role of 
the Kentish gentry; Dr Gillian Draper’s demonstration of the value of documentary sources for 
assessing occupational diversity; and Dr Elizabeth Edwards’  examination of the geographical 
distribution of the county’s smaller religious houses. In addition, Richard Eales talked about the castle 
building and use in Kent and Sarah Pearson explored the ways space was employed in urban 
housing.

 Each of the sessions sparked questions from the audience ranging from medieval horse breeding to the apparent lack of evidence 
for heating in many surviving buildings. The four chairs – Mary Berg, Diane Heath, Rebecca Warren and Ian Coulson – kept everything 
under control and at the end many participants were still engaged in discussion as they left the building – the mark of a successful day!

Copies of the publication (Sweetinburg, ed., Later Medieval Kent: ISSN 9780851155845) are available from the publisher: 
www.boydellandbrewer.com.  Sheila Sweetinburgh (s.m.sweetinburgh@kent.ac.uk)

Meke Reverence and Devocyon: Towards a New Anthology
It has been well  over 100 years since the publication of Carl  Horstmann’s Yorkshire  Writers (1895-6).  Incredibly, Horstmann’s venerable 
editions represent the last concerted attempt to gather together a representative sample of Middle English literature found in devotional 
miscellanies.  These books, sometimes described as ‘manuals of religious instruction’ were arguably the most commonly owned volumes 
containing English literature in the late medieval period, circulating in numbers which dwarfed those of texts such as Chaucer’s Canterbury 
Tales and Langland’s Piers Plowman.   

Exeter press has just contracted a book that aims to rectify the lack of recent editorial work on this fascinating corpus. ‘Meke 
Reverence and Devocyon’: A Reader in Late Medieval English Religious Literature, is being edited by Stephen Kelly (Queen’s University of Belfast) 
and myself (Ryan Perry, MEMS).  The volume, to be published in 2015, will not only provide access to a number of previously unedited texts 
found in religious miscellanies, but will give a sample of the varied genres found in these books, from basic catechetical literature, calls for 
pastoral reform (something not only found in so-called ‘Lollard’ writings), and meditational and mystical works reflecting popular attempts 
to emulate cenobitic spiritual ambition.

If you know of a particularly interesting unpublished religious text that you think should be included in this collection, please let 
me know. Ryan Perry (r.perry@kent.ac.uk)

Shakespeare acting up: students, 
Shakespeare and performance in 
the classroom
This one-day workshop, scheduled for  8 June 2013, will unite 
school teachers, performers, academics and students for a one-day 
fun and productive workshop on Shakespeare, performance and 
pedagogy. The day will be divided into three practical sessions, 
covering practical and performance-based ways to explore the 
text, seen from three different perspectives: 1) Globe actors, 2) 
academics and 3) school-teachers and students, all of whom have 
extensive experience in staging Renaissance plays. We will then 
come together at the end of the day to discuss and share thoughts 
and techniques.
! By combining the experience of people who work with 
Shakespeare in very different ways, the workshop will pool, 
produce and share exciting ways to make pedagogical discoveries. 
But more importantly, the event will begin a conversation between 
innovative practitioners across the country and local teachers and 
students who care about Shakespeare, performance and the 
classroom.
! The event will  take place at the University of Kent's 
Canterbury campus. Andy Kesson (a.kesson@kent.ac.uk)

MEMS at the Leeds International 
Medieval Congress, July 2012
MEMS is sponsoring three sessions at this summer’s Medieval 
Congress in Leeds. On 9 July, a session entitled ‘Textual 
Boundaries of Human-Animal Interactions’ will explore 
interactions between humans and animals in manuscript contexts. 
Dr Trish Stewart (St Andrews) will discuss the ways that the Latin 
Bestiary adapted its textual sources, and Diane Heath (MEMS) 
will reveal how animal motifs functioned in Canterbury 
manuscripts.
 ! On 10 July, three MEMS academics will reflect on ‘The 
Power of Books’: Ryan Perry will share his latest work on the 
devotional miscellany in fifteenth-century England; Sarah James 
will speak about the vernacular Elucidarium; and Alixe Bovey will 
discuss the Book of Hours as an instrument of public as well as 
private devotion. 
! Three MEMS research students will  explore the ways in 
which texts and images can be deployed to construct new 
understandings of the individual as reader in the session 
‘Connecting with the Subject’  on 12 July: Jayne Wackett will 
explore the extent to which the patron’s personal devotional 
priorities are evident in the Litlyngton Missal; Rhiannon Mead 
will ask ‘Did God hate lepers?’; and Tom Lawrence will consider 
‘History by Contact.’ AB
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Scholarship Recipients for 
2012-2013
The University of Kent will be celebrating its 50th anniversary in 2015, 
and in anticipation of this milestone the University has initiated a 
programme of 50th Anniversary Scholarships to support doctoral 
research. The first cohort of one hundred Anniversary scholars will 
embark on their PhDs this coming autumn, and MEMS is a significant 
beneficiary of this scheme. We are delighted to have been awarded our 
own MEMS scholarship (the first we have ever directly administered) 
and three students are joining MEMS with the support of Anniversary 
Scholarships awarded by the School of History. 
! Our first MEMS Anniversary Scholar is Lindsey Cox, who will 
be working on a thesis exploring issues of privacy in Early Modern 
portrait miniatures. School of History Anniversary Scholars coming to  
MEMS include Silke Muylaert, who is currently completing an MA at the 
University of Ghent; she will explore trade networks between the South 
East of England and the Low Countries. Nicole Bertzen is moving to 
Kent from Mainz to work on Tudor economic history, and Josef Reinbold, 
currently completing the MEMS MA, will be devoting himself to 
Canterbury illuminated manuscripts. Ciaran Arthur is coming from 
Queen’s University Belfast with an AHRC scholarship from the School of 
English to investigate Old English charms and their manuscript contexts. 
! We will also be welcoming the second cohort of TEEME scholars, 
comprised of nine students coming to us from around the globe. All of 
them will be staying with us until March 2013, when some of the cohort 
will move on to their second destination (Berlin, Prague, or Porto). Last 
but not least, we are delighted that Zoe Boden, currently finishing her 
BA in English at Kent, has been awarded the MEMS MA Scholarship 
! The importance of funding for MA students cannot be 
overstated: this is a crucial year that gives students essential intellectual 
and practical skills for employment and for further study. We are very 
keen to develop more funding opportunities for the MA: turn to the back 
page of this newsletter to find out more about what we are up to. AB

Henry IV in 2013
2013 marks the 600th anniversary of the death of 
Henry IV, the founder of the Lancastrian dynasty 
and the only king to be buried in Canterbury 
cathedral. On January 17, Professor Chris Given-
Wilson of St Andrew’s University will deliver the 
2013 Anselm Lecture on the theme of Henry IV’s 
relationship with Canterbury. Later in the year, 
MEMS is hosting a two-day conference on 'Henry 
IV and the Lancastrian legacy' (13-14 April). The 
first day will be held at the Cathedral Lodge and will conclude with a 
guided tour of the tomb of Henry IV and his queen, Joan of Navarre, 
along with other Lancastrian tombs in the cathedral. The second day, 
which will consider the political and cultural legacy of the Lancastrian 
dynasty more generally, will be held at the University. The conference 
will cover a wide range of topics over the weekend – Henry IV and 
Canterbury, Lancastrian poetry, and the Wars of the Roses among others 
– and will highlight the interdisciplinary nature of MEMS, bringing 
together art historians, literary scholars and political historians. We are 
hoping to assemble some of the leading scholars of the early fifteenth 
century and confirmed speakers already include Chris Given-Wilson, 
Professor Anne Curry of the University of Southampton, celebrated 
historian and writer Ian Mortimer, and Dr Malcolm Mercer of the Royal 
Armouries. For more details about this exciting event please contact me.  
David Grummitt (d.i.grummitt@kent.ac.uk)

Mapping the Vernacular 
Elucidarium in Medieval England
The Elucidarium, a text of basic practical theology, was composed in Canterbury 
by Honorius Augustodunensis in Latin in around 1100. It rapidly achieved 
widespread and lasting popularity, being translated into numerous European 
vernaculars. I have received funding from the AHRC for two years, which 
supports the project team while we explore the production and transmission of 
the text and its manuscripts in English, Anglo-Norman and continental French 
from the twelfth to the fifteenth centuries.
! The project sets out to answer two major questions: How was the 
vernacular Elucidarium produced and disseminated in England between the 
12th and 15th centuries? And what was the place of the vernacular Elucidarium 
in the broader context of late medieval concerns for pastoral care, and the 
consequent production of vernacular theology? 
! Dr Huw Grange, the project’s Research Associate, and I (the Principal 
Investigator) will undertake detailed study of the extant manuscripts in order 
to address these questions. We will produce a freely-accessible online catalogue 
of codicological descriptions and other manuscript metadata, with 
sophisticated search and browse facilities. 
! Publications will include journal papers and a co-authored book, as 
well as a series of contributions to non-academic media, and in summer 2013 
we will host a major international conference on late-medieval vernacular 
theology. For further information visit our website: www.kent.ac.uk/mems/
research/Elucidarium-1.html. ! Sarah James (s.james@kent.ac.uk)

Leverhulme Early Career Fellow
Dr Elizabeth Lapina, currently lecturing in History at Durham University, has 
been awarded a prestigious Leverhulme Early Career Fellowship that will 
bring her to the School of History (and thus to MEMS) for three years from 
September 2012. 

! Born in Russia and raised from the age of 12 in the United States, 
Elizabeth completed completed her first degree at the University of Wisconsin 
in 2000 and then went to the University of Paris I for a Maîtrise in the History 
of Art. Returning to the US, she obtained MA followed by a PhD at John 
Hopkins University in Baltimore in 2007. Since then, she has held posts at 
Queen’s University in Ontario and at Durham. 

! At Kent, Elizabeth will work on a monograph entitled Crusader 
Imagery in Monumental Art in the West, which builds on her work that explores 
the Crusades and visual culture. Observing that conventional histories of the 
crusades rely heavily on Latin Chronicles, she plans to emphasise English and 
French visual sources, especially mural painting and sculpture, as a way of  
exploring contemporary perceptions of the crusades and Muslims. We are 
looking forward to welcoming her to MEMS.  AB
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Cromwell in Costa
Don’t be fooled! MEMS may indeed be a vibrant cultural crossroads of 
visual and literary research, but if you listen carefully, you will also hear the 
still, small voice of Early Modern religious history, quietly but insistently 
talking about the tearing down of the episcopalian Church of England in the 
1640s and the painful creation of a puritan alternative in the 1650s.  
! The subject of my PhD - the English church during the Protectorate 
of Oliver Cromwell - couldn’t really be much further from the image-
centered culture of the medieval world, but it has its own deep fascination. 
Cromwell fought nearly a  decade of bitter and bloody civil war to reach the 
relative calm of the Commonwealth and, when that collapsed, the personal 
rule of the Protectorate in 1654. Determined to build a godly church to serve 
his longed-for godly nation, he was prepared to tolerate considerable 
differences of religious belief in the pursuit of unity, but found that his goal 
was constantly thwarted by factional rivalries, inertia and outright enmity. 
! My research is uncovering the detail of how his church was 
welcomed or rejected in the parishes and it is as full of rich, human detail  as 
an illuminated manuscript, from the minister who claimed he was sacked 
because he had to wear to spectacles to read his sermon, to the rector who 
ended up losing his parish as a  result of an argument over a church pew. I 
am privileged to be jointly supervised by two of the country’s leading 
academics in C17th religious history, Professor Kenneth Fincham here at 
Kent, and Professor Stephen Taylor at Durham University. And before you 
ask, yes the logistics of this can be a tad difficult and yes, it’s true, my last 
supervision was in Costa Coffee at Gatwick Airport...!
Rebecca Warren (r.j.warren@kent.ac.uk)

Why an archive in Exeter beats a week in 
Tuscany
I realised that I was obsessed by my research work when my husband offered me a week’s 
holiday abroad and I suggested instead that we went back to Exeter so I could spend the time 
in the archives studying ‘my’ documents! 
! This was our third ‘holiday’ in Exeter and we stayed within walking distance of the 
cathedral and the central civic area where nearly 600 years ago the conflict I am studying was 
played out. Walking the streets of Exeter appreciating the topography, seeing the juxtaposition 
of the cathedral to the guildhall and identifying the areas which were the subject of the conflict 
have added breadth to my research.  I am now able to visualise the area and it has added yet 
another dimension to my work and my appreciation of the fifteenth century written texts.  
! The Devon Records Office, where the Shillingford papers are lodged, has none of the 
atmosphere of an historic archive as it is located in a warehouse-like building on an industrial 
estate but I still get a thrill driving up to it. And as soon as I start opening the boxes that 
contain those fifteenth century texts and unwrap them from their acid free tissue paper I am immediately transported back to that intriguing 
late medieval era and the dispute that set the bishop against the mayor. 
! Fanciful? Maybe - but the fact that I am making ‘contact’ with the writers of those documents from 1447 and trying to understand 
and think back into the mind set of those medieval creators always inspires me. Equally the fact that I am one of only a handful of people 
who over the centuries will have handled those documents is both scary and wonderful. 
 ! As historians we do have a responsibility to be objective in our writing – but that does not mean we cannot have an emotional 
attachment to our work. I read somewhere in a PhD research self-help book (!) that if you did not love your area of research then the 
struggle to keep on track during your PhD would be even harder. What it did not say was that your partner or family or friends would have 
to love it too! I have, however, been informed that for my next Exeter holiday I will be travelling alone. Julia Cruse, MEMS PhD student 
(j.c.cruse@kent.ac.uk) 

Perspectives on the Sacred:  a cross-disciplinary initiative
On 17 May, twenty researchers from across the University gathered to talk about their shared interests in the study of religion in past and 
present societies. Organised by MEMS and the Centre for Religion and Contemporary Society, the day was intended to spark conversation 
between historians, literary scholars, art historians, and social scientists working at the University about our work, methods, and problems. 

! The day began with Professor Gordon Lynch’s reflections on the cultural turn in the study of religion, which traced a shift  over the 
past 25 years from an emphasis on systematic theology to a broader, sociological approach. We then divided into two groups, and each 
participant showed an image that related to their work and discussed the issues that it raises. In a final plenary discussion, we explored 
ways that the group might work together in the future. 
! The day demonstrated that fascinating work being done across the University in this area, and that there is an appetite for further 
opportunities to come together to discuss our research and methods. We plan to convene an occasional series of informal activities 
throughout the 2012/13 academic year; if you would like to participate, please get in touch. Alixe Bovey (a.bovey@kent.ac.uk) 
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A visit from a modern scribe illuminates 
medieval practices 
One of the distinctive components of our MA programme is the module 
Palaeography and Manuscripts taken by all our students. This course 
introduces them to scripts, methods of transcription and description, and to 
the physical structure of manuscripts and printed books. 
! This year, for the first time, the module included a practical 
demonstration by Patricia Lovett, a distinguished illuminator and scribe. In a 
riveting session, she demonstrated  the materials and techniques used by 
medieval scribes and illuminators to the MA students, as well as to a few 
curious interlopers from our PhD programme. 
! She explained the properties of different types of parchment, 
showed us mineral and vegetable pigments, revealed why pen knives are so-
called, and corrected some common misconceptions about the methods of 
the medieval artist-scribe. In a mildly alarming manoeuvre (illustrated 
above), she warmed an egg yolk with her hands then demonstrated how to 
separate the yolk from its protective membrane: all the better to serve as a 
vehicle for her dazzling pigments. 
! We are already plotting to get Patricia back to MEMS; many 
students commented afterwards that it would be a good idea to start the 
course with Patricia’s demonstration. In the meantime we have a copy of her 
instructive DVD ‘Illumination’. AB

MA student Alex Murray reports on her debut 
paper at a postgraduate symposium
Last March I participated in the Emrem Symposium, which focused on the 
theme of ‘Whores and Virgins, Heroes and Villains’. I presented the paper 
‘Mary Frith or Moll Cutpurse: the threatening and fascinating body of the 
masculinely trousered whore’.
! This topic was chosen as it is the basis for my MA dissertation 
which I shall be completing next year and was the first time that I have ever 
been to or presented at a symposium. In the paper I discussed the 
implications of transgressive behaviours such as female cross-dressing along 
with performative gender theory and the theatre with particular regard to 
the representation and adornment of the body in early modern London. In 
particular I looked at the case of Moll Cutpurse, a notorious cross dressing 
prostitute who was infamous for her criminality and wonderfully 
transgressive attitude towards assigned ‘feminine’ and ‘masculine’ 
behaviours. 
! It was an extremely relaxed and supportive environment where 
graduate students of various levels could display their work and get 
feedback from others interested in the same field. The Emrem forum is run 
by a group of graduate students, this being their second annual symposium, 
and for a first timer they really went out of their way to create a supportive 
and inclusive academic environment. Alex Murray (am685@kent.ac.uk)

Editing Middle English Texts: A master class with Tony Edwards
Professor Tony Edwards, who is soon to join the staff of the School of English and the Centre, gave a master class on the editing of Middle English literary 
texts to a group of MA and PhD students on 30 March. Professor Edwards challenged participants to think critically about the choices that editors make in 
rendering a manuscript text into print, and demonstrated the need for editors to articulate their methods clearly by inviting students to critique edited texts 
alongside their manuscript sources.  This session built on previous master classes in editing led by Sarah James and Barbara Bombi, and this occasional  
programme of expert-led classes will continue next year with sessions on other topics, including the provenance of medieval and early modern books. AB
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The Centre’s Friends
This year we launched an official ‘Friends of 
MEMS’ network for the centre’s alumni and the 
wider community. So far, we have enjoyed two 
successful visits to exhibitions in London. First, we 
spent an afternoon at the British Museum where 
we joined postgraduate students from the Centre 
as well as Helen Gittos, Alixe Bovey (+ daughters 
Georgie and baby Zoe) and Sarah James at 
Treasures of Heaven. Helen, Alixe and Sarah were 
on hand to answer questions, join in discussions 
and so on making it less confusing for those who – 
like me – found trying to make sense of such a 
wealth of material rather daunting. And if I found 
that daunting….. Our next visit was to the British 
Library for Royal Manuscripts: The Genius of 
Illumination. The same helpful team accompanied 
us but this time we visited the exhibition both 
before and after lunch. 
! In addition, many of us have attended 
some of the regular MEMS seminars as well as 
other events, including the History Open Lecture 
in September given by Prof. Simon Keynes from 
Cambridge. He set the scene for the 
commemoration of the Viking Siege of Canterbury 
in September 1011. Friends also were well-
represented at a lunchtime lecture given by the 

curators of the British Library’s Royal show, Scot 
McKendrick and Kathleen Doyle.
! Please let me know if there is anything 
you would particularly like to do as a MEMS 
Friend and, if you are not already a Friend, do join 
us! Mary Berg, Patron of the Friends of MEMS 
(maryberg@hotmail.co.uk)

Launching the MEMS 
Friends’ MA Bursary
We are delighted to announce that we are 
establishing a fund to support MA students.
We aim to raise £6000 by the end of 2012 so that 
we can offer a bursary that will cover a student’s  
tuition fees and underwrite some research 
expenses for the 2013/14 academic year.  It is 
increasingly difficult for students to obtain 
funding for an MA; consequently many 
exceptionally talented students are unable to 
pursue postgraduate studies.  As the number of 
students wishing to take our MA grows (this year 
we have 26 MA students registered!), we are 
seeking to develop a MEMS-specific source of 
funding to supplement the scholarships that are 
available through the Schools of History and 
English. 

Maximise your Gift through Gift Aid 
The University of Kent can reclaim basic rate tax 
on all gifts, provided that you have paid an 
amount of UK income tax or capital gains tax 
equal to the tax we reclaim.  This means that every 
£10 donated is worth £12.50, and the difference is 
paid by the Inland Revenue, at no cost to you.  If 
you pay tax at the higher rate, then you can claim 
further tax relief on your self-assessment tax 
return. 
If  you would like to support us, please 
contact Claire  Taylor, our administrator 
(c.l.taylor@kent.ac.uk).

Become a Friend of MEMS

“I cannot think of  a 
better place to have 
studied, nor can I 
recommend it highly 
enough to prospective 
students.” 
Tom Lawrence, MEMS 
PhD student
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